
Stillwater Weed Management District 
Regular Meeting 

April 12, 2017 
 

Minutes Subject to Approval 
 
Present: Harold Riensche 

          Al Nordahl 
Carl Thompson 

       Bob Kirch  
            Lindsey Clark  

Absent:  Eric Lowell 
          

Meeting called to order at 10:00 am. 
 
Minutes from previous meetings (1/30/17 and 2/23/17) were discussed.  Bob moves to 
approve minutes from the January 30 and February 23 meetings.  Harold seconds, motion carried. 
 
Status of Contracts 

� BLM: Contract is still under way from previous year.  $1750 is owed to the county but the 
government awards system needs to be updated.  That process has to start with Joe. 

� FWP: Lindsey met with Ryan Tayton, Fishing Access Site Manager, and they discussed 
working off budget figures from prior years ($3500) knowing there may be more expenses 
this year because of lack of treatment in the previous two years. 

� Montana Rail Link: The previous contract was for $5000.  MRL will draft an amendment to 
the previous contract and send it to Lindsey for review. Mark Crago and Al Nordahl will be 
the point of contact on the contract until a permanent Coordinator is hired. 

� DNRC: The SCWD is working off of the second year of a two-year contract. 
 
Status of Grants 

� Two Rivers CWMA: Lindsey is working on the reporting and reimbursement process in 
Webgrants.  This should be completed soon. 

� Fishtail WMA: Lindsey is working on the reporting and reimbursement process in 
Webgrants.  This should be completed soon; approximately $9,000 will remain in the grant 
for 2017. 

� $7500 MDA grant is in the works. Harold moves to use this money for equipment repairs 
and upgrades. Bob seconds. 

 
Weed District Inventory 

� It appears, according to equipment inventory records from 2014 that: 
o Three backpack sprayers are missing (the sprayer recovered from a garage in 

Billings is accounted for) 
o One 24 gal ATV sprayer is missing but may be loaned out. 
o One 110-gallon slide in sprayer was not returned last year but confirmed to be at 

Gordon Parkers in working order. 



o Mark Schreiner (R & B) indicated that there may be one large clear water holding 
tank on private property in the north part of the county.  Lindsey is still working on 
this as she has found no record of one being purchased but does have an invoice for 
the black holding tank located at the SCWD shop in Columbus. 

� Lindsey presented the updated chemical inventory list. 
� The board agreed that the current Kubota tires need to be replaced with the new ones 

purchased last year.  The old tires can go into the county auction.  
 

South Central Area Education Trailer 
� Bob moves to support the trailer by giving the MWCA $1000 from the current budget and 

$250 annually for education materials, and upkeep and maintenance purposes. Harold 
seconds, motion carried. 

 
Roadside Bids 

• After review of the five bids received, it was voted by the board to recommend to the 
commission to hire:  

o AEI Applicators LLC for Area 1 at $93/hour 
o Red Rooster Ranch Spraying for Area 2 at $100/hour 
o Range Rider Land Management for Area 3 at $90/hour 
o Bob’s Noxious Weed Control for Area 4 at $85/hour 

 
Coordinator Applications were reviewed. The board agreed to schedule interviews with Elisha 
Otis, Rose Moon and Cathie Webber.  Ressa Herta and Robert Bohn will not be interviewed. 
 
Update on Future Facilities: Harold moves to move forward in expanding the Weed District to 
the west row of buildings, north of where the chemical is stored, which is currently being used by 
the R & B Department. Bob seconded, motion carries.  Mark Crago will begin conversation with the 
other commissioners and the R & B Department regarding the request. 
 
Budget: Because of the change in employee status, a major overhaul to the budget was needed. 

• The main line item change was increasing the Purchased Services line (300) $23,000 to 
compensate for contracting commercial applicators in all areas this year. A decrease in 
Wages and Salaries (111 and 112) was also deemed necessary for this year. $8000 in Rent 
(530) was also removed since the SCWD office is still in the old location and it is uncertain 
it will be housed in the future. 

• Seeing as no permanent Coordinator has been on the payroll for quite some time, there is 
excess funds in the budget which the board would like to utilize for capital improvement 
projects. This discussion will be tabled until later in the budget cycle to determine exactly 
how much funds remain. 

 
Temporary Coordinator Report 

� Montana Biocontrol Education campaign: Bob moved to give $250 to the program. Harold 
seconded, motion carried. 

� Desk purchased for new SCWD offices: The board agreed they did not want it and to try to 
sell it to the R & B department. 

� Request for chemical bids was sent to area chemical distribution companies earlier in the 
week. 



� New SCWC cell phone number is 290-4527. 
� Lindsey is working on updating the Weed Management Plan. 

 
Carl moved to adjourn, seconded by Bob, motion passed.  Meeting adjourned at 12:25 pm.   


